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Jewish free loan association (JFLA) of los angeles CELEBRATES 100 YEARS OF LENDING – THROUGH A LOOK AT ITS’ Golden past AND SPARKLING FUTURE

Centennial Celebration Photo Exhibit To Tour Los Angeles’ Jewish Community Centers and Synagogues From May 2004 – November 2004 

Historical Retrospective Chronicles 100 Years of Interest-Free Lending By JFLA

LOS ANGELES (May 20, 2004) – The Jewish Free Loan Association (JFLA), a non-profit, non-sectarian agency whose mission is to “help people help themselves” through interest-free loans, is celebrating its first 100 years of helping people improve their quality of life.

Beginning on May 20th at Valley Beth Shalom, a retrospective photo exhibit that celebrates, the organization’s rich history will begin touring Jewish Community Centers and Synagogues across Los Angeles and will continue throughout the summer, culminating with its last tour stop at JFLA’s Centennial Gala at the St. Regis Hotel on November 7, 2004 where three honorees will be recognized for their contributions to the growth of Los Angeles through the empowerment of Angelenos.  Free to the public, the self-guided exhibit tells the stories and chronicles some of the more than 300,000 families who have benefited from JFLA’s interest-free loans over the past century.

“There are so many heartwarming stories to tell, and show, of the many families that have been aided by JFLA’s interest-free loans, each is truly deserving of its own photo exhibit.  This traveling exhibit features a small portion of many stories and photographs that represent the local merchants, businesses, workers and families whose lives have been touched by JFLA  during our past 100 years,” said Mark Meltzer, executive director and CEO of Jewish Free Loan Association.  “With such a meaningful golden past, we are honored to have played an important role in shaping the lives of so many, as well as contributing to the growth of the Los Angeles region.  This profound exhibit highlights the past 100 years and serves as an excellent platform to begin JLFA’s sparkling future.”

Spending two weeks at each stop, the photo exhibit will travel from the San Fernando Valley to West Los Angeles educating thousands of visitors on the importance of JFLA’s work.  The first stop on the tour is Valley Beth Shalom in Encino, from May 20 - June 3; followed by, Temple Ramat Zion in Northridge, from June 3-17; Temple Adat Ariel of North Hollywood, June 17–30;
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The Jewish Community Center at Milken in West Hills, July 1–15; Temple Beth Am of Los Angeles, August 25 – September 8; Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills, September 22 – October 6; at the Centennial Gala on November 7, 2004, at the St. Regis Hotel, in Century City.

Since first established in 1904, in Los Angeles, JFLA has helped people by providing money to those in need -- not as charity, but as interest-free loans to those individuals and families whose needs are urgent and who may not qualify through normal financial resources.
From its modest beginnings, JFLA has helped immigrant entrepreneurs launch their businesses with loans for items such as sewing machines or pushcarts for fruits and vegetables.  And when the financially strapped years of the depression took their toll on Angelenos, JFLA provided loans for necessities like rent and medical expenses.

A few years later, as the world bore witness to atrocities in Europe, JFLA added a new face to its business and emergency interest-free loans, that of the refugee.  JFLA helped save thousands of European families, by lending the necessary funds to help them immigrate safely  to the United States.

Today JFLA’s interest-free loans range from helping undergraduate and graduate students obtain an education they may not have otherwise been able to afford, to providing loans for home healthcare, small business, medical and dental expenses, emergency bridge loans, adoptions and fertility treatments, sleep-away camps for children and victims of domestic violence.  JFLA has remained steadfast in its goal of helping people to help themselves.  Currently JFLA has $5.5 million circulating throughout the community.

For more information on JFLA and its activities, to purchase tickets to the centennial gala, and/or to donate money to help perpetuate a second century of service, please contact JFLA at 323-761-8830 or on the web at www.jfla.org.

ABOUT JEWISH FREE LOAN

The Jewish Free Loan Association (JFLA) of Los Angeles, a non-profit, non-sectarian agency established in 1904, offers interest-free loans to individuals and families whose needs are urgent and who may not qualify through normal financial resources.  JFLA loan programs include help for emergency situations including medical and dental expenses, housing and car repair, as well as loans for undergraduate and graduate students, home healthcare, small businesses, adoptions and fertility treatments, sleep-away camps for children and victims of domestic violence. 

Headquartered in mid-Wilshire, Los Angeles, JFLA serves residents of Los Angeles and surrounding communities.  Its West Hills satellite office serves residents of the San Fernando and Conejo Valleys.
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