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EXPANDED PROGRAM PROVIDES MONEY TO 
FAMILIES OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
LOS ANGELES – Many families are facing financial difficulties while providing their special needs children with durable medical equipment, behavioral and educational supports or shadows, and therapies.  Due to no insurance coverage, limited coverage or long reimbursement waiting periods, families of children with special needs often find themselves short on cash.  To address this critical community need, the Jewish Free Loan Association (JFLA) recently expanded its non-sectarian Ruth B. Ziegler Loan Fund for Families of Children with Autism & Special Needs, through three cornerstone grants from The Weingart Foundation, the Ziegler Foundation and The Weinberg Foundation.  


Recent statistics surrounding autism alone demonstrate the critical need for assistance when caring for special needs children. According to the U.S. Department of Education (1999), autism increased 172% in the 1990s, and according to the National Institutes of Health (2004) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2001), autism occurs one in 166 births, making autism the fastest growing developmental disability in the United States.  

Since the recent expansion of the program, JFLA has provided over $100,000 in interest-free loans to families of all faiths in need of cash-in-hand to pay for evaluation, care and/or treatment of special needs children.  
Last year, JFLA became an active partner in collaboration with Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles, The Jewish Federation Council of Greater Los Angeles and several other Jewish agencies, in Ha-Mercaz, a central resource connecting parents with special needs children to various resources and services they need.  JFLA is also in collaboration with agencies including Los Angeles Families for Effective Autism Treatment (LA FEAT), the local chapter of United Cerebral Palsy and Talking about Curing Autism (TACA).  

The Jewish Free Loan Association is a nonprofit agency offering assistance to people of all faiths facing financial challenges. For over 100 years, JFLA has provided a helping hand instead of a handout to hundreds of thousands of people through interest-free loans for emergencies, education, developing small businesses, healthcare and life cycle events. JFLA is a source of economic justice in the community . The assistance JFLA provides is unique, providing cash in hand to change lives, fight poverty and help make dreams come true. For more information, visit the JFLA web site at www.jfla.org.   
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